SS 
_ . —— — —— 
> g : © 4 
— Oe A ER” ET OPS 2 ; <A 
. 1 * ” 72 


. * 1 


i 8 


=. WE 


* * 8 * 
2 


„ 


PR 


3 


£44 
12 * 2 
r 
- 
* 
2 þ 


J PR. 7 
7 28 3 
a. 

Pa 


ER 2 * . R : . 8 - 4 : PIR. . 8 r 


” 3 


* NN 1 
. rat . x 
ut WE * 
2 . ane a 7 
£ x * * * 7 8 : , 


þ 42 UE "y\ N ö l 
' e e 1 


* 
* 4 . 
. - 4 | 
| | 4 F » 
; : x on * 
* , 1 
1 
2 * F 
| 
: p 
” ? : 
o , 
* 7 L 
* 
a 5 
7 x 9 
- 2 : 
. 1 
; % * 
. * 5 
* \ 
; \ 
. 1 
. 
4 
„ gy 
x * "7 
" wer 4 4 k a, £7 
, 5 
* ö 8 
8 - = wy ? 5 . ; 
6 
* 
; - 
1 5 of : 
— 1 
7 A 
o . 
® 
* 
4 4 P g 
; 
; 4 ” | 
0 6 
F ju x 
N p 
& 
5 * g 
; 2 
jy 6 
4 
* 
A 4 
— 1 p 
| a „ 4 
* " .. Ms mY 
* 
4 
8 * 
4 N 
. 1 5 
my 
* 
34 
4 
7 
| is 
ö y 
* £ | 
N 
* * g | 
PY 
i 
N — * * * 
* —_ 4 N : 
>, : ; | 
5 Ls 
; \ wm J 
" * | 
, ; 
% 
| Fe 2 „ 4 $ 
: S 4% f 
. N 5 
5 . "_ 5 8 
| 1 
* 
. , 4 x ; 
1 
, 
® 7 5 
8 0s fo + 
4 P4 * 2 7 * . "A: 1 
og 5 ö 
= F 7 
5s ; 
* 
* F | 
f 8 
” 
CI 
: b 7 
* 


*＋ * 

} Q 
Ic 7 1 | 
5 X "3% | | 
4 ö 
7 4 f ' ; | 
# K 4 a ; | 

$3 4 I $i» it 
Fo : | | 
1 ” 


＋ 
. 
a — 
„ i 
Lo 
. 
< 


La 
oe, 
—_— 
IX 
* 


2 of 


LF 
my PETRA 


5 "A 


. 


RACE 


To her G 


<1 


* 


The D 


e 
5 * . b — - * = * ſ — CI ms . n 

oy * 2 * — = — 8 — ecu = 

2 7 1 : ay - * — 5 = ** wht % rn n 

: — — * * a 


| . 5 2 


þ 


much 
ir 
ry 


ions 
{la 


* 


2 


i 
LEY 


f 
5 


tcheſs of 


u 


* 


of ſo 


portance to the Fa 


— 


nece 


A 


— 


8 


Reflex 
8 


OE 


HE follo 


= 
Lit Wa 


— 


— 
N“ 
* : 
— 
Lhe 


* 


a eee u, 


Woes 


more power 
the practice of them. 


5 Experience ſo oſten 


tegardedand never grow 


- . ——— 


1 Deduation. 
me to ſeek the Pa 0 
nage of a Lady, whoſe 


_ exalted birth, and un- 
common merit, might 


give them the greater 
credit in the world; and 
whoſe hav” might 


ly enforce 


ſhews, that even the beſt 


things are frequently diſ- 


into publick notice, for 
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want of ſame ſuch illu- 
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 Deawation, ᷣ „ 
ſtrious ſupport; that I 
hope this conſideration 
will plead for the ambi- 
tion I had to lay this 
ttanſlation at your Grace s 
feet. 


Nothing could have 
embolden d me to it, 
but your Grace's known 
affability and condefcen- 
ſion; qualities, which 
how keg ſoever they 
may appear: to unthink» 
ing and ungenerous 
minds, are nevertheleſs 
the greateſt, the genuine 
A 3 orna- 


vi Dedication. 
ornaments of human 
nature. I 


l choſe rather to ad- 
mire your Grace in your 
private character, as well 
trom my incapacity to 
do juſtice to what is 
more conſpicuous; as 
from the natural affinity 
it bears to the ſubject of 
the following pages, the 
chief deſign of which, is, 
to inſpire the more re- 
fin d paſſions, and ami- 
able virtues of life. 
1 43-225: Th 
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Dedication. vn 


Yet as an Engliſhman, 
and one who has a juſt 
ſenſe of the invaluable 
bleſſings of liberty, I 
cannot pats over one 
circumſtance, which, ab- 
tracted from your gue 
perſonal merit, muſt en- 
dear your Grace to all 
ſincere lovers of their 
country; I mean the 
near relation you bear to 
the illuſtrious Duke of 
Marlborough ; a Hero, 
whoſe memory will be 
A4 mer6, _ 


reverd, as long as the 
leaſt gratitude ſhall be 
left among us; and 
whoſe immortal actions, 
will reflect a glory on 
his lateſt poſterity. 


It were impoſſible for 
you, Madam, to have 
given 8 more remark- 


able inſtance of the na- 
tive ſweetneſs of your 
diſpoſition, than in the 
liberty you indulg d me 
of inſcribing my tranſla- 
tion to your Grace; an 

. honour 


= ROY 


Dedication. 1x 
honour I can never be 
ſo vain as to imagine 
done to my felf, but 
a compliment paid to 
the excellent Lady, the 
author. 5 


That your Grace may 
long continue, what you 
have always been, an orna- 
ment to one of the moſt 
polite courts in Europe; a 
ſhining example of con- 
S jugal fidelity and love; 
and the joy of one of 
BY the greateſt, and moſt 

V 


Wy 


Xx Dedication. 
amiable noblemen in 
theſe kingdoms, is the 
ſincere viſh, of, 


Madam, 
Zour 
G races moſt obedient, ' 
moſt devoted 
humble Servant, | 


John Lockman. 


PREFACE 
TRANSLATOR, | 


EE Lady to hom 
Wot we are obliged for the 


25 to the public, by another ex- 
cellerit work, in which the fineſt 
precepts and inſtructions ate 
laid down, that it would be 

& r 


- 


xt PREFACE 
needleſs to attempt a paneg yrie 
on ber ebaracter in this place. 


ER manner of thinking 
AIs ſo delicate, and her thoughts 
_ painted in ſo beantifad 4 
tight, that I wes ſome time be- 

fre T could reſobve to tranſlate 


11. 


AND indeed I was ſo far 
from being encourag d to it, 
that fome perſons o 75 
had read the original, were of 
opinion, that it would be ex- 
tremely difficult ta make it 


taſte who 


Ae in it: but I had not gaue 
through 


the TRANSLATOR: xt | 


HOWEVER, I at l 
any tr ion to two very 
ingenious gentlemen, who _— 
fo indulgent as not only 
compare it with the ori — 
but to give me the greatef en- 
couragement to print it, and at 


the ſame time oblig d me with 
ſome uſe ful Hints. 


my verſion, Iam far from grudg- 


ing the pains 1 beftow'd upon it, 


being per ſuaded that the work 
or ervd it. I ſhould indeed have 


written 
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xiv PREFACE by 
written merely to amuſe the 
fancy ; but as it abounds with 
the moſt ſolid reflexions, which, 
if duly attended to, may be 2 
the utmoſt advantage to t 
female world, I can never think 
my time ill emplo d. 


T H E complaints which the 
excellent author makes againſt 
men, in ſecluding her ſex from 
all the avenues to knowledge, 
are juſt and natural, and we 
may reaſonably believe it to be 
the ſource of all their failings. 


WHENEVER ſbe expati- 
ates upon virtue, how forcible 
are her refiexions ! how lovely 
the light ſhe ſets it in]! And 
when ſhe argues on frailtzes, 
how ſirong is the oppoſition! _ 


SOME 


the TRANSLATOR, xv 


SOME will perhaps ima- 
ine, that ſhe has been a little 
Too partial to her own ſex in 
certain particulars; but who- 
ever conſiders the prejudice 
with _ men ſometimes 
write, im their compar! 
the two 3 
for her giving ſo many advan- 
tages to her own. | 


K = 2 4 — love is her 
ibjett, how glowing are her 
2 hts ! ws AS her ex- 
preſſions ! Not Heloiſe herſelf 
deſcribes the paſſion in more pa- 
#hetic language. Her ſoul is all 
rapture at the bare mention A 
it; and her enthuſiaſm plainly 
fſhews, that ſhe her 75 Had 
been . omgy touchd with 
that paſſion. This made à gen- 
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4 for her own con- 


BE this ſaid without jy 
judice to the charatter of the 


 ſuppreſsd the whole edition. 


*I PREFACE by, 
tleman of very good ſenſe con- 
JetFure, that ſhe 1 u 
rtbeſe Platonic notions, by u 


* 


honourable author, ſiuce ſhe 


pays the utmoſt deference to 
virtue, in every part of her wri- 
tings ; however, had it been o- 
therwiſe; we muſt haue been 
Cautious in our cenſure, ſince 
ſhe never deſigu d to publiſh it. 
but having lent the manuſcript 
to a friend, upon condition not 
to ſbew it, he forfeited the pro- 
miſe he had made her, and ſent 
it to the g 7 This exaſperated 
Her to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
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1. TRANGLATOR. XVII 
BUT. 16 rhtars't tom my Kerle, 1 
lion 5 it may perhaps 3 
preſumption in me to haue at- 
Jos e of ſo difficult, 
o beautiful a piece; ſince 
to ſucceed in es of this na- 
ture, ſome talents are requiſite; 
not to mention that there are ſa 
many writers, who could haue 
done it infinitely better. My 
anſwer to this, ig, chat had 2 | 


; "5 
laid aſide my reſolution * but as 
Tam not: 8 the preſeut 


 ftate of tranſl, | 
and that 1 * mo „„ f 


| oa chad, by ons, wh _ 
71a ons, W 
labour Subd lf without © 
paying the 206 regard or 
I er 


XVIII PREFACE by 
their author'sreputation or their 
. own, I thought I might do the 
publick ſome little ſervice, by 
preventing its falling mio 
worſe hands. 


I have taken ſome few liber- 
ties in my tranſlation, but hope 
none but what will be allow'd 
. by perſons of genius and judg- 
ment; however I have been 
Very ſparing in this particular, 
and have not inũulg d my ſelf 
n any, but where I thought my 
ſelf abſolutely oblig d to it, in 
order to be underſtood. There 
Are ſome French words, ſuch 
4s ſentiment, eſprit, coeur, Cc. 
. which are frequently employ d 
mn a very particular ſenſe; ara 
daily miſunderſtood by our 
Tiranſlators; and haue no words 
To anſwer them in the Engliſh | 


_ the Tz ANSLATOR.. XIX | 


Language. Here then IL was. 
ſometimes under a neceſſity of 
coiniug new terms, and among. 
the reſt intuitive faculty; by 
which I underſtand, an inſtan- -.. .— 
Taneous action of the mind, - 
whereby it judges of the quality = 
or merits of any thing, with- EY. 
out calling the reaſoning OR: _ | 
ties to ts _ 


THERE is no part of k 
terature on which the world is 
more divided in opinion, than 
on the art of tranſlating. To 
wave the ſeveral rules that 
have been given on that head, 
I ſhall take the — of de- 
claring my own. I preſume 
that whenever a gentleman un- 
dertakes the tranſlation of 


any curious work in polite lite. 
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xx PREFACE 


rature, he muſt imagine he is 


copying ſome Beauty; and thar 


Hur chief aim muſt be to catch 
the likeneſs, as near as poſſible ; 
but then he muſt take care to 


heighten his piece with all the 


graces. he is capable of beſtows- 


Tam perſuaded that my tranſ- 
lation will be found fault with 
in ſeveral places, and indeed 1 
could have mended it when it 


was foo late; however 5 
that my intention will attone 


for all its imperfections. 1 will 
be bold to ſay, that had moſt of 


 theſegentlemenwhohavetranſ- 


lated the beſt French. writers, 
engag'd upon as laudable mo- 
tives as I have done, the Engliſh 
readers would have had a much 
e more 


the TRANSLATOR. XII 


lumes in a 3 (be this ſaid 
without affence to any parti- 
cular perſon) we muſt” never 
expetf to have this 
better manag'd. But this 16 
entirely owing to want af en- 
couragement; otherwiſe a tranſ 
lation I ſometime ſince fmiſh'd, 
of a celebrated work, entitled 
Critical Reflections on Poetry 
and Painting; written originally 
3 by. the * pee 
who has geuerouſiy offer d me 
his aſſiſt 0-4 for 2 
tion 0 * Engliſh edition; 
have been publiſb d, ex- 
22 at the time ee Ain my 
propoſal I have likewiſe made 
4 


XII PREFACE, ec. 
a conſiderable progreſs towards 
a dictionary of idioms, French 

and Engliſh, and Engliſh and 
French, extracted from the moſt 
approvd writers of both nati- 
ons; awork, which if compil d 
by abler hands, would have 
been of general advantage. But 
of this more at a proper oppor- 
unity. TY, 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 


NE of the Antients 
AY 75d to ſay, that thoughts 
are the excurſions of the 
Mind; and I imagin'd 


privilege of ſuch a ramble. Ideas 
have preſented themſelves naturally 
enough to my imagination, and the 
continual ſucceſſion of them, have car- 
ried me to greater lengths, than IT 
ought, or indeed intended to have gone. 
Theſe are the paths they have led me 
into. I was offended to ſee Men /o 
blind to their own intereſt, as to cen 
ſure thoſe Women who have found out 
Ie ſecret of employing the mind. 7. = 


Pye K . FE 15: to alia @ 

Feart is ep wholly 
Ported by principles, are alſo circum 
5 8 which have ever ſtron "g') of” 2 

| fefted me. I bautemzuir d, w 

it were not poſſible to rel Women 

in-a.mors udablecourſe ane 

greateſt 
they wor 


de fore re — pb cath of theſe 
1 ſenſibility ir moſt pre- 
ra over Women, . and naturally 
Leads thent 10 Love, I haue bare, 
voher ber it were not polſibls to ſecure 
2 from the ill . of frm 
Paſſion, abſtracking Pleaſure 

what is H oe hg Thus have I 
confided Eove, as @ metaphyſical 
285 bet Of 4 25 Ra Py it 
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: | 


n E prejudice that has ac- 
crued to ſociety, from the 
neglect of the education of 

women; the . injuſtice of 
the male world, BE by ſe- 
cluding them from knowledge; The 
' excellency of virtue, above beauty; 
the great advantages of Rudy. and 

v tion; 5 conferences of 
the laſt age applauded ; panegyric on 
1 Maria of Enalans, the 
palace de Rambouillet; the excellent 
conferences there; parallel of that 
age and the preſent; deſcription of the 
conferences of the age. 
Women poſſeſe d of all the charms 
and graces of the imagination; what 
we owe to the beauties of it; women 
have an exquiſite taſte to ſuch things 
as are excellent in their kind; va- 
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VI CONTENTS. 


rious definitions of taſte ; ſome curious. 


reflexions on it; the many advan- 


rages of a good taſte, and the great 


extent of chat faculty; the author's. 


opinion, what it is, in which taſte con- 
fiſts; an objection, vis. that women 
are leſs form d for contemplation, than 
2 anſwer' d; the power of the paſ- 
_ 70 5: 4. robe 
* ord inefs of a ſoul endued 
with fenfi 5 y; character of a lady 
endued with th 
neglet in the education of women; 
brought up merely to pleaſe: women 
ferm'd for love, and at the ſame time 
prohibited the uſe of that paſſion ;. 


- 


injuſtice of men on that head; pa- 


negyric on the female mind, by 


&. Bvremonrt. 
Difference between ſuch qualities 


as are of an eſtimable, and ſuch as 


are of an agreeable nature; men muſt 
not only pleaſe the Fair, but move and 
affect them; merit only effentially 


good; difference between beauty and: 
virtue; men complain againſt the con- 


duct of women; juſtification of the 
latter; inward diſpoſitions, the ſams 
in all ages; the manners of. men as 
deprav'd, as thoſe of women; their 
1 " depravity, 


ais quality the great 


* 


bs 


: CONTENTS. xxvir 


depravity, a prejudice to both ſexes; 
the French, the molt famous nation 
for refining upon gallantry 3 conduct of 
both ſexes on that head; the & penards 
and Falians utter ſtrangers to it. 

Character of love, and its ſuperior 


excelleney; love had in veneration 
among the antients, degraded in our 


age; the great deference Plato had 


for it; that virtue, not pleaſure, 
ought to be the chief object of love 3 
different Kinds and characters of She- 
lovers; ſome make pleaſure their 
fole object; others join love and 
pleaſure; and a third admit of love 
only, and reject every kind of plea- 
fure; reflexions on each of theſs 
That no other paſſion ſhould be aſ- 
fociated to love; dreadful ſtate of a 
woman that has banifhed a principle 
of honour; ſome women that ſtruggle 
with their paſſion, but love at laſt pre- 
vails; unhappineſs of ſuch a ſtate. 


Character of the impulſes of women 


of gallantry; women of good ſenſe, 


the fineſt characters; happineſs of 


being united with ſuch of them as are 
reſerved: that the object of our love, 


muſt alſd be that of our eſteem ; the 


union of hearts the greateſt pleaſure: 


that. 
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that love attempts the greateſt things; 
a particular cuſtom among the Lace- 
ac moni aus, with reſpect to that paſ- 
fion; the great happinefs of a perfect 
friendſhip; no boundary ought to be 
in love; the tormemts thoſe feel, 
whole breaſts are ſuſceptible of love 
and glory; the amiableneſh of this 


character; women more delicate than 
men in love - engagements. 

The happineſs thoſe. enjoy, whoſe 
minds are of a melancholy caſt; a 
deſcri _ of its oppoſite character, z.c. 


_ of thoſe who give into the faſhionable 


liberties of the age; ſome pleaſures 
reſerv'd 'only for the moſt delicate 


minds; the regulations that ought to 
be made in love; virtue ought to be 


its only baſis; excellency of the ſpirit 


that ariſes from love; a remarkable 


difference between tha 
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| SPANISH 8 


ry of Don Quirot hass 
been the ruin of the | 
monarchy of Spain; and the 
reaſon he gives for it, is, that 
he has ſet the valour for which 
that nation was once ſo great- 
bs 7 tang, in fo whimſical and 
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2 New REFLEXIONS on 
ridiculous a light, as has quite 


ſoftned and enervated their 


courage. 
MOLIE * 7 has done no 


leſs prejudice to the French bj 
his comedy of the * Female 


Pedants. From that period, 


learning is thought to derogate 


almoſt as much from 'a wo- 
man's reputation, as their 
giving into vices that caſt the 
greateſt ſtain on their charac- 
ter. So- that when they found 


themſelves cenſurd for devo- 
ting themſelves to even the 


moſt innocent amuſements, 


they judg d, that ſince reproach 


muſt follow, it were but juſt 
they ſhould make choice of 


that particular ſpecies of it, 


as had moſt gratifications, and 
* Les Femmes Sgavantes. 


accor- 
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the FAIR SEX. = 
accordingly they abandon'd 
themſelves to pleaſure. 


| THE diſorder increaſed by 
example, and had a ſanction 


given to it from women of 


rank, for licentiouſneſs and 
impunity are the privileges of 
— Great; this Alexander has 

zht us: for he being inform- 

that his ſiſter was in love 
Ke a certain young fellow ; 
that their intrigue was in eve- 
ry body's mouth, and that ſhe 
had little regard to her quali- 
ty; he anſwered ; we muſt in- 
dulge her in 2 and im- 


my they being her ſhare of 
the ſovereignty. 


BUT has any advantage ac- 
crued to ſociety, from this 
change of inclinations in wo- 


B 2 men? 
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4 New REFLEXIONS on 
men? for learning, they have 
ſubſtitured riot and exceſs ; 
and the affectation with which 
they have, ſo often been re- 
proached, they have exchanged 
Toer indecency. By theſe ſieps 
6 they have degraded their cha- 
racter, and are fallen from their 
dignity; for virtue only pre- 
| ſerves them their due rank, 
; and the obſervation of the ſe- 
5 veral laws of decorum, main- 
tains them in their privileges. 
But the more they have endea- 
voured to imitate the other ſex 
in that particular, the more 
yOu have leſſen'd themſelves. 


TH E anthoeiey which men 
have uſurped over the ſofter | 
ſex, is from force, rather than IM 
the law of nature; beauty and 

virtue are the only things that 
can 
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3 
can reſtore them to their loſt 

_ empire ; if they are capable of 
_ uniting theſe, their ſway will 
be more abſolute; but the reign 


of beauty is ſhort and tranſient 5 
tis called aſhort-lived tyranny z 
it indulges them a power of 


making many a man unhapp 
but then they muſt be care 
not to abuſe it 


fol 


THE reign of virtue is laſt- 
ing as life; one property of 
ſuch things as are intrinſically 
good, is doubly to enhance their 
value by their duration ; and 
to pleaſe by their innate per- 
fection, when they can no 
longer captivate by the charm 
of novelty. Women ſhould 
conſider that beauty laſts but a 
very ſhort ſeaſon 3 but that 
B 3 they 


'6 New REFLEXIONS on 
they have a long courſe of years 
to ſpend, after tis faded and 


Sone; that when once their 


exterior graces have taken their 
flight, nothing but things eſ- 
ſentially good, and the moſt 


Fl 


valuable qualities can give them 


a figure in the eye of the world. 
They muſt not flatter them- 


ſelves ſo far, as to think that 


it will be poſlible for them to 


have honour reflected on their 


old age, when their youth has 
been one continual ſeries of 
luxury and voluptuouſneſs. 
When once modeſty has been 
ſuffered to fall a ſacrifice, tis 
as impoſlible to recal it, as the 
blooming ſeaſon of life; mo- 
deſty is their genuine and ſin- 
cere friend; it heightens their 
beauty, and is the moſt exqui- 
ſite part of it; it excuſes de- 

formity; 


the FAIR SEX. 7 
formity ; 'tis the delight of the 
eye; the ſtrongeſt power to en- 
gage the heart; the guardian 
of all the virtues; the tran- 
quillity and union of families. 


BUT then at the ſame time 
that modeſty is a ſhield to the 
ſocial virtues, tis likewiſe an 
incentive to deſire; without 
this quality, love would be 
taſteleſs and inglorious. To o- 
vercome modeſty, is thought 
the moſt plcaling of all con- 
queſts, and tis this that heigh- 
tens the merit of favours. In 
a word, modeſty is ſo eſſential 
to the whole round of plca- 
ſures, that it muſt be preſerved 
in thote very junctures appoin- 
ted for the loſing it; tis alſo 
an exquiſite kind of coquet- 
try; a high price, as it were, 

BS ˖˙˖˙ 


8 New REFLEXIONS on 
which women ſet on their 
charms; and a delicate arti- 
fice to exalt their beauties by 
concealing them. What they 
hide from the eye, is more 
than repaid them by the bounty 
of the imagination. Plutarch 
relates, that there was a temple 
dedicated to the ſhrouded Ve- 
nus. This Goddeſs, fays he, 
muſt be involved in the thickeſt 
| ſhades, obſcurities, and my- 
ſteries. But in this age, in- 
decency is riſen to ſuch a 
height, that it will no longer 
ſuffer a veil to be thrown over 
its frailties. 


WOMEN EM ar in 
their own behalf; how tyran- 
nical are men! they will not 
allow us to make the leaſt uſe 
of — faculties of our minds. 


15 


'TIS very much the intereſt 
of the men to bring the other 
ſex to a ſelf · recollection, and 
their original duties. This di- 
vorce of the woman from her 
ſelf, is the ſource of all her 
When we are not in- 
ternally ſupported by the moſt 
ſolid and well- grounded incli- 


Errors, 


I be FAIR SEx. 
Ought they not to reſt ſatisfied 
With having a dominion over 
the impulſes of our hearts, 
without attempting the ſame 
ſway over our underſtandings? 
They tell us, that it is as inde- 
cent to adorn. and cultivate our 
minds, as to reſign. up our 
hearts. Certainly this is ex-- 
tending their privileges too far.. 


9 


nations, We are fickle and wa- 


vering. 


Tis in ſolitude and 
retirement that truth dictates 
her 


B 5 


ESE 


10 New REFLEXIONS on 
her inſtructions; and tis there 
we are taught to ſet a juſt va- 
lue on thoſe things which our 
imaginations had over - rated. 
When once we have found 
out the art of employing the 
mind, in the ſtudy of inſtructive 
ſubjects, we inſenſibly ſuck in 
the moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial 
aliments; and theſe diffufe 
themſelves into every part of 
our behaviour. 


ONCE there were houſes 
v here every one was indulged, 
either in thought or expreſſi- 
on; where the Muſes and — the 
Graces formed the moſt lovely 
ſociety: There people uſed 
ro learn the m of inſtructive 

leſſons of delicacy and polite- 
neſs; there the moſt renowned 


princeſſes thought it an honour 
to 


the FAIR SEX. 11 
to . with the learned 
and Witty. | 


HENRIET TA * of Eng- x 
land, whom the Graces mi Fe 


have choſe for their model, 
ſet an example to the reſt: 


under a ſmiling countenance, 


and a juvenile air, which ſeem- 


ed to promiſe nothing more 
than youthful amuſements, 
ſhe concealed the deepeſt judg- 


ment, and a moft ferious turn 


of mind: When any one diſ- 
courſed or diſputed with her, 


ſhe would forget her elevated 


rank, and appeared conſpicu- 


ous only from the ſuperiority 
of her reaſon. In a word, 


every one eſtimated their ad- 
vances in graces and perfec- 
tions, according to the appro- 
- ® r Charles IT's Siſter, | 
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12 New REFLEXIONS on 
' bation they had met with from 
Henrietta. The hotel of Ram- 

bouillet, which was had in ſo 
much honour in the laſt age, 
wor! be thought ridiculous in 
In thoſe houſes, as at 
6 the ſoul 
was fed with the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial repaſts. Theſe witty and 
delicate pleaſures were not 
made at the expence, either of 
virtue or fortune; for profu- 
ſions of wit have never ruined 
any perſon. The days paſſed 
ſweetly away in innocence and 
peace. But now how is in- 
vention put to the rack, to find 
out employment for the ſpend- 
ing of our time, and the a- 
muſement of a ſingle day! 
What a multitude of pleaſures 
ſucceed each other goin 
ments, aming, and ſhows. 
| L When 


When luxury and money are 
eſtecmed, true honour * 


bur PER LT 


ly are frequented, where ſhame - 
ful luxury triumphs. This 


maſter of a family, to whom: 
you pay ſo much honour, re- 
flet as you approach him, 
that tis frequently to rapine 
and injuſtice you are fo libe- 
ral of your compliments. His 
table, you will fay, is-furniſhed 
with the moſt exquiſite dain- 


ties, and all tk, his houſe 


are done with taſte. Every 


is ſet off with ornament, ex- 


| cept. the ſoul of the maſter of 
it. You will ſay, that he for- 


gets himſelf; alas! how would 
it be poſlible for him not to 
2 forget 


the FAIR Sex. 1 


. » : I 
* P bo.” * 
* x = [2 
. X 
. . w 
; 44 
Y nay 8 888 * p * 
- 1 — —watos 8 . 
* * 3 6 . "a. * a 1 4 — g : 5 R 7 
— 8 FFC ec ey, or to. 2 "<> - F IR 8 2 
8 8 1 — Tt 2+ todd AJ D N = 
a > A 14 * 3 9 
ic AY * 


ny 
wary 


* 1 _ 
er, ed Le 
7 * — wt. . 
* _ — 1 = - —_— 
* — * — _ — 5 N 5 r i 
7 128 — — — 2 7 2 — x - * nt 4 E —— a po 
— 1 PER 5 
— z - Ro Fa, N " A hs, > 
* . 
N 8 a 88 


F a he 
$5.5 5 
ee” ER ——— IR 7 abit 
a». n 


is polite, every thing 


14 New REFLEXIONS n 
forget himſelf? you your ſelf 
do {o! tis you that draw the 
veil of pride and oblivion be- 
fore his eyes. Such are the 
inconveniencies which both 
ſexes fall into, when ftrangers 
to letters-and knowledge; for 
the Muſes have in all ages been 
the ſanctuary of virtue and 


pendant 2 


MIGHT nor. the fair ſex 
ple cad thus with the men 

hat right have you to forbid 
us the ſtudy of the ſciences, 
and the polite arts? Have not 
ſuch of them as have devoted 
themſelves to literature, writ 
with great beauty and ſublimi- 
ty? Could the poetical perfor- 
mances of certain ladies plead 
the merit of antiquity, you 
would read them with the ſame 


admi- 


es et 


I be FAIR SEX. 15 15 


admiration as you do the works 
of the. Ancients; to them indeed 
you do juſtice. | 


A Writer of a day Se 
character, agrees, that women 
are happily poſſeſſed of all the 
charms and graces * the ima- 
gination. very thing, ſa 
A that relates to Moro 15 ow. 
perly their province; and they 

bob i=: 5 of the a oe and 


ctions of language. Cer- 
. 25 this is no Contemprible 


advantage. | 


NOW what do we not owe 
to the beautics of the * imagi- 
nation? tis that which forms 
the poet and the orator 5 no- 
thing can adminiſter ſo raviſh- 
ing a delight, as thoſe ſpright- 

* Vide Mr. Addiſon, on the — 
88 a> 
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16 New REFLEXIONS on 
1y, thoſe delicate imaginations, 
where every idea is gay and 
ſmiling: if to beauty you join 
ſtrength, they then triumph 
over the ſoul, and drag it away 
with the ſweeteſt violence ; for 
the pomp: of charms is more 
capable of captivating the mind, 
than truth. The imagination 
is the ſource, the guardian of 
our pleaſures; and 'tis to that 
alone we awe the pleating 
illuſion. of the paſſions. As i 
keeps up the moſt conſtant cor- 
reſpondence with the heart, it 
ſupplies it with whatever er- 
rors it may wiſh for; it extends 
alſo its privilege over time,. by 
awaking the remembrance of 
paſt pleaſures, and giving us an 
antepaſt of all thoſe which fu 
turity promiſes to beſtow ; it 
furniſhes us all thoſe. ſerious 


joys 


the FAIR SEX. 17 
joys which pleaſe and delight 
the rational faculties only: 


the whole ſoul is in the ima- 


gination, and the moment it 
grows cold and languid, every 
_ charm of life takes immedi» 
ately its flight, 


AMONG the ſeveral ad- 
yantages which women are 
allowed to poſſeſs, tis owned, 
they have an exquilite taſte for 


_ judging ſuch things as are beau- | 


tiful in their kind. 


SEVERAL writers have 
given us a definition of taſte. 
A very learned * lady tells us, 
that taſte reſults from the har- 
mony and agreement between 
wit and judgment; and that 
every one's taſte is more Or 
* Madam Dacier. 
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18 New REFLEXIONS on 
leſs perfect, proportionable to 
the harmony between theſe. 
Another writer pretends, that 
taſte is formed by the union 
of the intuitive faculty, and 
wit; and that from the cor- 
reſpondence between theſe, 
reſults what is called judgment. 
What makes it probable, that 
taſte depends more immedi- 
ately on the intuitive, than the 
rational faculty, is, that we 
cannot account for our various 
_ taſtes, becauſe we are ignorant 
why we are touched or affec- 
ted; but we can always give 
a reaſon, for our knowledge 
and OpinIDEs. 


THERE is no ley 
relation, no connexion between 
taſtes 3. but tis not ſo of truths. 


1 therefore think that it may 
1 


the FAIR S k. 19 


be poſſible for me to bring 
over a judicious perſon to my 
opinion; but am never ſure 
of winning over a perſon in 
whom ſenſibility is very pre- 
valent; I have nothing to 
engage and allure him. There 
is no connexion in taſtes, 
the whole reſults from the 
_ diſpoſition of the organs; and 
the relation between them- 
ſelves and the ſeveral objects. 
At the ſame time, a juſtneſs 
of taſte, exiſts as certainly as a 
juſtneſs of ſenſe. To the juſt- 
neſs of taſte belongs the judg- 
ing of what we call beauty, 
ſentiment, decorum, delicacy, 
or the moſt refined part. of wit; 
and tis by its impulſes we 
give to every thing its juſt va- 
lue. But then, as we cannot lay 


down any certain rules on this 
head, 


20 New REFLEXIONS on 


head,'tis impoſlible to convince 
thoſe who are uninformed 
with it. The moment they 


ceaſe to be informed by the 


intuitive faculty, tis not in 
your power to give them 
the leaſt inſtruction; not to 
mention, that the objects of 


taſte are ſo delicate, ſo imper- 
ceptible, that they eſcape the 


niceſt and moſt minute rules. 
Tis purely the gift of nature, 
and is not to be acquir d by | 
art or induſtry. Taſte takes in 
a very large compaſs; it endues 


the mind with penetration, and 


exhibits to us at once, quick as 
a flaſh of lightning, not only 
the exterior, but the very eſ- 


ſence of things; without cal- 


ling the reaſoning faculties to 


our aſſiſtance. This is what 


* underſtands, on 
C 


he affirms, 


that the women 


have n eſprit plein-ſautier, 


or a ſwiftly-penctrating mind. 
Taſte furniſhes the heart with 
the moſt delicate ſenſations, 
and a certain attentive polite- 
neſs in the commerce of the 
world, which teaches us to 
pay a regard to the ſelf - love 
of thoſe with whom we con- 
verſe. In my opinion, Taſte 

reſults from the two follow - 


ing particulars; a very de- 


licate ſenſation of the heart, 
and a juſt turn of mind. It 
muſt therefore be confeſſed, 
that men don't conſider how 


great a preſent they make the 


ladies, when they allow them 
a delicacy of taſte. e 


I HOS E who have thought 
fit to level their pens againſt 
| women, 


the Fair Sax EY 


— — — 


4 aa bs 6 ** 18 A 3 a — EE "A. 
— | 6, — — wy — — .. j ' > . 1 — i ++ 
8 3 — a pos WERE, 
l CO" AF. n 1 5 8 _ 
8 1 5 221 4 * On Pl. _* 1 hy 
. OS 2 * is 1 *** = \ G 
l | 


- 
* —_— * 
. 
7 * 
7 * 3 2 Fan £4 4 
= 54 2 * bs 
Ns uy; = 8 . ae e 
— So . F "I 
— — 6 6.4 
2 ” ww pas p Pr 
. — * r > 
n 
*- * * 
22 6 


22 New. REFLEXIONS 07 


women, have pretended, . that 
the action of the mind, which 


conſiſts in. contemplating an 
object, was much leſs perfect 
in the female ſex; — that 


becauſe the ſenſation or im- 


pulſe, which governs them, di- 
ſtracts their minds, and bears 
them along with it. Atten- 
tion is certainly neceſſary; 11 
makes light ſpring up as it 
were; brings the ideas of the 
mind nearer, and places them 
within our reach: but in wo- 
men, ideas ariſe ſpontaneouſſy, 
and range themſelves in order, 
which is done rather by ſen- 
ſation, or the intuitive faculty, 
than reflection: nature itſelf 


argues for them, and ſaves 


them the labour of forming 
A long ſeries of arguments. 


Ae intuitive faculty is not, in 
my 


z 
| 
1 
c 
1 


the FAIR SEX. 23 
my opinion, any way prejudi- 
cial to the underſtanding; it 
furniſhes a new recruit of ſpi- 
rits, which caſt ſuch a blaze, 
that the ideas preſent them- 
_ ſelves with greater clearneſs, 
force, and diſintricacy; and as 
a proof of this aſſertion, all the 


paſſions are perſuaſive and elo- 


quent: the ſtrength and warmth 
of our ſenſations, lead as cer- 
tainly to truth, as the extent 
and juſtneſs of argument ; and 
when aſſiſted by their infor- 
mations, we always arrive 
ſooner at the mark in que- 
ſtion, than by the reaſoning 
faculties. The rhetorick of 
the heart is more forcible than 
that of the underſtanding, 
ſince our conduct frequently 
depends on it; 'tis on the 


imagination and the heart, 


that 
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that nature has devolved the 
— of our ET: and its 
Ts l 


SENST BLI. rr is a 


diſpoſi ition of the ſoul, which 


it is dvantageous to meet with 
in others; without this quali- 
ty, the ſoul is dead to humanity 
or — A bare ſenſation 
or impulſe, a ſingle emotion 
of the heart, has more power 
over the ſoul, than all the 
maxims of the philoſophers; 
Senſtbility aſſiſts the mind, and 
is ſubſervient to virtue. Tis 
allow'd, that perſons of that 


character poſſeſs numberleſs 


charms; thoſe ſprightly, thoſe 
ſwift-darting graces, which 
Plutarch mentions, are indul- 


ged to them only, A lady 


who was ſo finiſnd a woman, 
that 


„ e e ee 1 Ot A 
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chat ſhe might have ſat for 
— Graces, is a proof of my 
aſſertion. A man of wit, a 
friend of her's, being one day 
asked what were her employ- 
ments, what her thoughts, in 
her receſs; he anſwered, her 
life was never a life of thought, 
but of pure ſenſation. All 
thals. who E knew her, are a- 
grerd, that nature never form- 
ed fo inchanting a creature; 
and that taſtes, or rather paſ- 
ſions, prevail d over her ima- 
gination and her reaſon, in 
ſo happy a manner; that her 
taſtes were ever juſtified by her 
reaſon, and reſpected by her 
friends. None of her acquain- 
tance ever preſumed to cen- 
ſure her, but in her abſence; 
for the moment ſhe appear- 
4 ed, 
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ed, * ſhe was no longer in 
fault. This is a proof that 
nothing triumphs in ſo abſo+ 


lute a manner, as that ſupe- 


riority of mind which flows 
from ſenſibility, and a ſtrength 
of imagination; and that, be- 


cauſe it is ever attended nn 
perſuaſion. YN 


WOMEN generally e owe 


nothing to art. Wherefore 


then ſhould any one be diſ- 
pleaſed, becauſe nature has 
freely indulged them a perfec- 


tion of mind? we deprave all 
thoſe diſpoſitions which nature 


has beſtowed on them : we be- 
gin by neglecting their educa- 


tion; we don't imploy their 


* If to her ſhare ſoms female errors fall, 
Lou on br er face, ee ems all. | 


Pope's Rape of the Lock. 
I minds 
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minds in things of a Glidt turn, 
and this the heart takes ad- 
vantage of; we form them 
purely to pleaſe; and they give 
pleaſure only from their graces 
or their vices; they ſeem to 
be made merely to delight 
the eye. In conſequence of 
this, they devote their whole 
ſtudy to the improvement of 
their exterior charms, and are 
eaſily carried away by the pro- 
penſion of nature; they give 
— pleaſures, which they are 
perſuaded they never received 
from nature, in order to com- 


bat them. 


1 15 odd circumſtance, 
is, that at the ſame time we 
form their minds for love, 
we prohibit them the uſe of 

that paſſion, But a reſolution 

C 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be taken in this caſe: 


if we deſign them merely to 
_ pleaſe, let us not forbid them 
the uſe of their charms; if we 


would have them witty and 


rational, don't abandon them, 


when they poſſeſs that kind of 
merit only; but we require in 
them ſuch a mixture, ſuch a 


diſcreet uſe of theſe qualities, 
as is difficult to hit upon, and 
to reduce to a juſt proportion. 


We are for having them wit- 
ty, but-then 'tis purely-to con- 
ceal, to check their wit, and 
keep it from diſplaying itſelf ; 
and no ſooner is it upon the 
wing, than tis immediately 
called back, by what the world 
calls Decorum. Fame and 


glory, the ſoul and ſupport 


of all witty productions, are 
denied them. Their mind is 
robbed 
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the FAIR SEX. 29 
robbed of every object, every 
hope; tis humbled, and if 1 
may be allowed · to borrow an 
expreſſion from Plato, its 
wings are cut. We may juſtly 
wonder, they have. one grain 
of ſenſe left. 


WOMEN have 2 great 
authority on their ſide, tis no 
leſs than that of . Evremont.. 
In laying down a model of per- 
fection, he is far from aſcribing 
it to men. believe, ſays he, 
we ſhall ſooner find the ſolid” 
Judgment of men in the fair ſex; 
than the ſprightly graces of 
Women, in men. Let me, in 
the name of my whole ſex, 
put theſe queſtions to the men. 
What is it you require in us? 
you all are. deſirous of ſeeing 


yourſelves happily united in 
C 3 the 
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the ſociety of women of cha- 


racter, of an amiable turn of 
mind, and an upright heart: 
allow them therefore the uſe 


of ſuch things, as contribute 


to the improvement of their 
reaſon. But are you for 
ſuch graces only as are ſub- 


ſervient to pleaſure? don't 
therefore murmur, if women 


devote ſome few moments, to 
the improvement of their put- 


Ward charms. 


BUT in order to give eve- 


ry thing its due place, and juſt 


value; let us make a proper 
diſtinction between ſuch qua- 


lities as are of an eſtimable, 


and ſuch as are of an agrecable 
nature. The eſtimable, are real 


and intrinſically in things; and 
Z by the laws of juſtice, have a 


natural 


_ the Fair SEX. 31 
natural claim to our eſteem. 
But agrecable qualities; qua- 


lities that move the ſoul, and 


adminiſter the ſofteſt impreſſi- 
ons, are neither real, or ſuited: 
to the object; they reſult from 


the diſpoſitions of our organs, 


and the ſtrength of our imagi- 
nations. This is ſo true, that 
the ſame object does not make 
the ſame impreſſions on all 


men; and that we frequently 


vary in. opinion, though. the 
object has not ſuffered the leaſt 
change. 


IIS impoſlible for exterior 
qualities to be lovely in them- 


ſelves; they are ſo only by the 


diſpoſitions they mect with in. 
us. Love is not obtained by 


merit; it refuſes itſelf to the 
greateſt qualities. Would it 
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therefore be poſſible for the 
Near to be independant on 
the laws of juſtice, and ſub- 
ject to thoſe of pleaſure only? 
Mex may, whenever they 
4 pleaſe, obtain an happy aſ- 
> A1ſcmblage of all theſe quali- 

9”. ties; and then they will meet 
with women equally lovely 
and awful. In degrading 
them, they ſubſtract from their 
own happineſs and pleaſure. 
But in the preſent conduct of 
ö women, virtue and good man- 
ners have been very great loſers, 
#| and not ſo much as the leaſt. 
T9 advantage has accrued to plea- 9 
LEH ſures. | | 
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—_  -:. THE world is univerſally 
1 agreed, that tis neceſſary for 
women to procure eſteem; but 
when this is 1 ſhall we 

not 
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the FAIR SEX 33 
not want ſtill ſomething more? 
Reaſon will dictate to us, that 
this ought to ſuffice; but we 
eaſily give up the rights and 
privileges of reaſon, for thoſe 
of the heart. We are to take 
nature as we find her; eſtima- 
ble qualities pleaſe only in pro- 
portion to the. advantage we 
may draw from them; but a- 
miable qualities are likewife 
of ſervice to us, to- employ 
and buſy the heart; for to 
love; is as neceſlary to us, as 
to eſteem; we even grow tired 
with admiring, if ths object of 
our admiration is not at the 
ſame time formed to pleaſe. 
Nay, tis not even enough for 
men to pleaſe, they ſeem in- 
diſpenſably. obliged to move: 
and affect us; merit was ne- 
ver at enmity with the Oracess + 
E 4 "tis- 
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tis that alone has a privilege 
of fixing them; without it they 
are fickle and fleeting. Beſides, 


virtue never made any perſon 
ugly, and this is ſo true, that 


beauty devoid of merit and good 
ſenſe is inſipid; whereas me- 
rit atones for deformity. 


1 don- t place the lovely qua- 
lity among the external ones, 


but extend it much farther. 


The Spaniards ſay that beauty 
is like fragrant odours, the ef- 


fect of which is very ſhort and 
tranſient; when we are once 


uſed to them, they affect us 
no more. But virtue and good 
manners, a juſt and penetrating 


mind, an upright and tender 
heart, are ſo many raviſhing 


beauties, and ever new. But 


now our pleaſures are leſs de- 
licate 


2 


manners are more corrupt and. 


leſs pure. Let us ſee who we 
Ic to thank for it. 125 


rn E bnd of women 


has long been the object of re- 
proach; tis pretended they 
were never fo diſorderly as 
in this * * that they have 


baniſhed purity from their 


hearts, and decency from their 
conduct; I don't know whe- 


ther there may not be ſome 


grounds for this accuſation, 
10wever,' I might anſwer, that 
the ſame thing has been long 
complained of; that one age 
may be juſtified by another; 
and to excuſe the preſcnt, I 


nced only refer to the laſt. 


There is a great ſimilitude 
between the inward diſpo- 


the Fair S Ek. 35 
licate and refined, becauſe our 


litions- 
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; ſitions in all ages, and they 
1 only exhibit themſelves un- 
= der various ſhapes ; but as the 
Ki pover of cuſtom extends it- 
= - ſelf only on outward things, | 
* | and has no authority over 
4 thought, tis far from rectifying 
"11 nature; it does not remove 
1 the cravings of the heart, and 
1 the paſſions are the ſame in 
1 all ages. But are the manners 
BY of men ſo pure and uncorrupted, 
1 : as may authorize them to cen- 
ms / ſure thaſe of women? Certainly, 
neither ſex has a right to re- 
1 proach the other, but equally 
1 contribute to the depravity and 
corruption of the age they live 
in. However it muſt be owned, 
that the manners have ſuffered | 
1 a change. Gallantry is baniſh- 
14 ed, and no one has been a 
| | gainer by it: men have with- 
Li 8 | drawn 
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Apa from-the ſociety of the 
other ſex; and have loſt all po- 
liteneſs, ſweetneſs, and that 
exquiſite delicacy which is ac- 
quired only in their company: 
and on the other ſide, women 
having leſs converſe with men, 
have loſt the deſire of pleaſing, 
by thoſe modeſt and engaging 
arts, they before made uſe of; 
and yet this was the real ſource 
of all their charms and graces. 


Notwithſtanding that the 
French are fallen from their 
antient gallantry, it muſt ne- 
vertheleſs be owned, that no 
other nation had ever carried 
it to a greater height, or had 
more refined upon it. Men 
have changed it into an art of 
pleaſing; and ſuch of them as 
have exerciſed themſelvesthiere- 
in, 
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in, and have got a thoroug h 
acquaintance with it, ye 
formed to themſelves fixed and 
infallible rules, whenever they 
are to addreſs the weaker part 
of the female ſex. Women, on 
the other ſide, have laid down 
ſeveral rules to reſiſt them: 
as they are allowed 1 þ great 
liberty in France, and are re- 
ſtrained by no other checks 
than their own innate modeſty, 
and the laws of decorum; they 
have learnt to oppoſe the im- 
preſſions of love, with ſuch 
maxims as duty inſpires. Tis 
from the deſires and deſigns of 
men, from the ſhyneſs and 
modeſty of women, that re- 
| ſults the delicate commerce 
which poliſhes the mind, and 
purifies the heart; for love im- 
proves a virtuous ſoul. It muſt 
N © 
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be confeſſed that the French 


are the only nation that have 


refined love into a delicate 

art. 1 
THE 1 and 1 Bak 

ans are utter ſtrangers to it; as 


moſt of their women are immu- 


red, as it were, in their houſes; 
the men bend their whole ap- 
plication to the ſurmounting 
of exterior obſtacles; and when 
once theſe are removed, they 

meet with none in the object 
beloved: but love ſo eaſily ob- 
tain d, has very few charms; and 
it ſeems to be the work of 
nature, not that of the lover. 
In France, a much better uſe 
is made of time; as the heart 
bears a part in theſe engage- 
ments; and that frequently a- 
* virtuous perſons, the 
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1 correſpondence is carried on 
4 - with that only, it is looked 
if upon as the ſource of all plea- 
ſures. To thoſe delicate ſenſa- 
tions of the ſoul, we likewiſe 
owe all thoſe beautiful and 
witty romances, Which the a- 
bove-mentioned nations: are 
wholly unacquainted with. A 
Spaniard reading the conver- 
ſations of Celia, cried out; 


i | How much wit is employed 
| Here to little purpoſe! The 


moment we have but one em- 
= | plöwKuoyment for love, the romance 
by is ſoon at an end; if we take 
i | away gallantry, weat once pals 
over all the delicacy of wit 
and ſentiments. The Spaniſh 
women are ſprightly and warm; 
they reſign themſelves up to 
the dominion of the ſenſes, 
not the ſoft impulſes of the 
„ * 


* 


#he FAIR SEX. 41 


heart; tis by reſiſtance that 
the intellectual ſenſations gain 
ſtrength, and acquire freſh de- 
licacy. The moment a paſſi- 
on is ſatisfied, it dies away; 


take away fear and deſites from 


love, and you rob it of its very 
ſoul. 


LOVE is the chief pleaſure; 
the moſt ſoft, the moſt delight- 
ful of all illuſions, that paint 

themſelves in the fancy. Since 
then this affection is ſo eſſen- 
tial to the happineſs of man- 
kind, we ought not to baniſh 


it from ſociety; we muſt only 


learn to direct it aright, and 
carry it to a greater degree of 
perfection. Since we have ſo 


many ſchools for improving 


the mind, why have we none 
for * E heart? this 
Is. 
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is an art that has been very much 
neglected. However, the paſſi- 
ons are ſo many ſtrings, which 
require the touch of the moſt 
excellent finger. Is it poſſible 
to ſecure one's ſelf againſt thoſe, 
who have the ſecret to move 
the ſprings of the ſoul, by the 
moſt ſtrong, the moſt foccible 
impreſſions? 


LOVE was not had in ſo 
much contempt among the an- 
cients, as in our age: Wherefore 
do We degrade it? why do we not 
rather maintain it in all its dig- 
nity? Plato pays the higheſt 
deference to this affection: he 
no ſooner touches upon it, than 
his imagination grows warm, 
his wit brightens, and his 
ſtyle riſes in beauty; whenever 
he ſpeaks of a man whoſe foul 
yields. 
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yields to the ſoft impreſſions 


of love; that lover, ſays he, 
whoſe perſon is ſacred, &c. 
The title he beſtows on lovers, 
1s that of divine friends, and 


perſons inſpired by the Gods. 


PLEASURE, according to 


the ancients, ought not to be 


the chief object of love: they 
were perſuaded that virtue muſt 
be the baſis of it. But we 
have baniſhed virtue and good 
manners from it, and this is 
the ſource of all our misfortunes. 
Moſt men now-a-days are of 
Opinion, that ſuch oaths as. 


love dictates, are no ways 


binding. Morality and gra- 
titude, are too weak to de- 
fend the ſenſes againſt the plea- 
ſing allurements of novelty. 


Moſt people love out of mere 
whim, 
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whim, and change from com- 
Plexion. | 2 


TH E torments which love 
often makes us ſuffer, ſo far 
from engaging us not to give 
Into that paſſion, teach only 
to deplore it. Let ns {ce what 
we can do in this caſe, by ex- 
amining how women behave 
in love, and their different cha- 


2 


THESE are of various kinds. 

Some women make the plea- 
ſures of love their whole ſearch, 
and the ſole object of their 
deſire. Others unite love to 
pleaſure; and others again will 
admit of love only, and reject 
every kind of pleaſure. I ſhall 
touch but very lightly on the 
firſt character. Thoſe ſeek my 
6 =p © 


The FAIR Sex; af 
the gratification of the ſenſes, 
in love; no other pleaſure than 
of being violently agitated, and 
hurried away by their tranſ- 
ports, and that of being lov d. 
In a word, they love the paſſi- 
on, and not the lover; perſons 
of this complexion give them- 


ſelves a prey to the moſt ra- 


ging paſſions. You ſhall ſee 
them devote themſelves to ga- 
ming, to feaſting ; in ſhort, 
they bid welcome to every thing 
that aſſumes the appearance of 
Pleaſure. 


1 have ever wondred how 
it could be poflible for us 


to aſſociate other paſſions to 


love; that the leaſt void ſhould 
be left in the heart; and that 


after one has given up all, the 
object beloved ſhould not be 
the 
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the ſole employment of the 
mind. It commonly happens, 
that when perſons of this cha- 
racter loſe their innocence, the 
Whole train of virtues diſap- 
pear at the ſame inſtant; and 
when once their glory and re- 
putation is fallen a ſacrifice, 
they lay aſide every regard. 
When Madam * * * * * as 

reproach'd for violating all the 
| laws of decency and good man- 
ners; ſhe anſwered, I am re- 
ſolved to enjoy the loſs of my 
reputation. Women who fol- 
low ſuch maxims, reject all the 
virtues of their ſex. They con- 
ſider them in no other light 
than as à political cuſtom, 
which they are reſolv'd to 
elude. Some women fancy 
that if they can but fill up 


the duties of life by a ſpecious 
"OT 
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ſhow, and ſcreen their frailties 
from the world, tis ſufficient; 


but to believe, that to be ig 
norant, is to be; innocent, is 


3 . : E 0 —_— yy 
OT oat. _—_—_—_—_—_—___——_ - - © en k G 2 
$ * — ; 
' | 2 
1 ai 

: . at IE & 
5% * x ” — 1 * L «<4 , * —— 

: 3 Fr | (0 3 in 8 n 

e. 8 1 MFR: 5 2 a * he 


a vety dangerous tenet.' They | 
reject all ſound principles, in | 
order to ſhift off remorſe, and | 
for this appeal from the deciſion | 
of all men in general, Their | 


whole life is one continual ] 
ſucceſſion of frailties, and they 1 
are quite loſt to reflection. 


THE moment a woman 14 
has baniſhed from her heart, {1 
that tender and delicate puncti- Fo 
lio, that honour which ought | ? 
to be the guide of all her acti- 1 
ons, all the reſt of the virtues F 
are threatned with ruin. What 1 
privilege will they have to on 
command reſpet? Do we owe [3 
more to them, than to our own 

honour ? 
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never amiable. - In theſe wo- 
men, you find neither modeſty 
or delicaeys they make gallan- 
try habitual to them, and are. 
unable to unite the quality of 

friend, to that of a lover. As 
pleaſure, not the union of hearts, 
is all they ſeek after, they are 
wanting in every duty of friend 
ſhip. Such is the practice of 
women, with regard to love, in 
this age; and this is wholly 
owing to the trifling and in- 
conſiderate life they lead. 


THERE is another ſpecies 
of women of gallantry, who 
abandon themſelves entirely to 
the pleaſures of loving; who 
have not laid aſide any of the 
principles of honour ; have not 

been wanting in one of the 
2 uuties 


— 


Pk 


. 
=) 
— 


who have — for geen | 
Character, but are bore away by 


tte violence of their paſſion, 
There are ſome who do not 


pield to their natural frailties, 
but ſtruggle with them, though 
love at laſt tr 


phs over their 
— . I knew a 
very witty lady, whom I ſome- 
times, out of pure affection, 
us d to take a little to task. 
Have you never, would the ſay 
to me, felt the force and vio- 
tence of Irve? As for me, I 
am bound, chain'd down, and 
hurried away ; and 7 ſence love 
#s the ſole cauſe of all theſe 
Frailties, they are not to be 
| * to me, but to that 

which occaſions them. Mon- 
bes oof 155 ee this e 


— — 
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when he himſelf was in love. 
Obſerve, tis a « paBofopher 


Vigour, and with my ey yes AK. 
4 ſaw reaſon and 1 
fteal from me, and draw 
aſide; and the fire of my ima- 
N "mn mo from my 


felf. 


I have WI been of opi- 
nion, that there is no virtuous 
perſon, but ought to dread the 
falling into ſuch a ſtate. 


THERE are ſome women 
who give into another kind of 
paſſion; theſe, though they 
cannot be called women of 
_ gallantry, are nevertheleſs at- 

tach d to love from pure ſen- 
Gbllity ; their ſouls are melting 

and 
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and tender, and yield to the 
impreſſion of the paſſions; but 
then, as they pay a due regard 
to the virtues bf their ſex, they 
reject all ſtrong -engagements : 
nature formed them for love; 
and the maxims which man- 
kind have eſtabliſhed, check 
the impulſes of nature; but 
as cuſtom extends its 
tives over behaviour only, and 
has no aſcendant over the heart; 
the more they ſtruggle with. 
their impulſes, the IE 1s 
their viole WEE. :-- - 


- 


THOSE of women of gal- 
lantry, are neither ſtrong or 
laſting, but wear away, and 
grow languid, like thoſe of 
men, by - exerciſe. The mo- 
ment we make no ſcruple to 
— every paſſion, our par- 
2 ticular 
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_ ticular inclination immediately 
leaves ns. When pleaſure has 
been made habitual to us, it 
drives them away. The plea- 
ſures of the ſenſes, always in- 
croach upon the ſenſibility of 
the heart;and whatever you take 
from them, returns back to 
thoſe — * tender 
neſs z 


BUT if you are deſirous of 
meeting with a great warmth 
of imagination, with a ſoul ſo 
fully employed, as to leave no 
void; and a tender and melting 
heart; addreſs your ſelves to wo- 
men of good ſenſe. If you find 
no happineſs or tranquility, but 
in the ſweet union of hearts; 
if your ſoul be ſtruck with the 
pleaſure that ariſes from being 
Paſſionately beloved; and you 

e are 


— 
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are edefirons of enjoying all the 
delicacies of love; all its pure, 
its ſoft impatiencies and im. 
pulſes; be perſuaded that they 
are to be found. only in wo- 
men of. à reſerved character, 
and ſuch as have a juſt 2 
for it. 


BESIDES, are you infer 
Able how neceſſary it is that the 
object of your love; ſhould alſo 
be that of your eſteem ? How 
great a tranquility does this 
produce, in the commerce be- 
tween two perſons? The mo- 
ment you are thoroughly per- 
ſuaded that a perſon loves you; 
and that you clearly perceive, 
ſo as not to leave the leaſt 
room for doubt, that tis to 
virtue only, that ſuch a perſon 
facrifices the deſires of her heart; 

| 9, 3 is 
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is nc your mind at: xeſt. With 


reſpect to the integrity of eve- 
ry other particular? Montagne 
tells us, that ue are never 
diſpleaſed with: a woman, for 


2 fo 19 755 oy _ ' 


finty. 


MEN are ſtrangers to FER 


own intereſt, in their en- 


deavours to engage the mind 


and heart of thoſe they love. 


There is a pleaſure, ſtill more 
affecting andi laſting than the 


rye of the ſenſes, I mean the 
union of hearts; that ſecret 


propenſion of the ſoul, which 
draws you towards ithe object 
beloved; that pouring out of 


the ſoul; that certainty, there 


is a perſon in the world, who 


would not wiſh to live, but for 
your ſake; and who would do 


any 
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any thing, to ſave you a mo: 
ment's uneaſineſs. 


LOVE, ſays Plato, attempts 
the greateſt things; it leads us- 
into the paths of virtue, and. 
won't indulge us in the leaſt frail- 
ty. This is the characteriſtic by 
which true love may be known. 
Among the Lacedæmonians, 


whenever a man had violated 
his promiſe, they never pyniſhed 


him for it, but the woman who 
loved him. They imagined 
that ſhe only, was guilty of all 
the faults of the perſon belo- 


ved. They were juſtly ſenſi-⸗ 


ble, that the love 1 now men- 
tion, is the ſtrongeſt baſis on 
which virtue can be fixed. 
Every example that can be pro- 
duced, confirms the truth of 
this allenion. How many lo- 
D 4 Vers 
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vers have deſired to fight in 
preſence of their miſtreſſes, and 
have performed the moſt aſto- 
niſhing actions! This is the 
motive on which virtuous per- 
ſons allow themſelves to love. 
They know that in caſe they 
engage in a ſtrict union with a 
man of merit, they ſhall be 
ſupported, and led as it were 
by the hand into the paths of 
virtue, by rhe moſt juſt, the 
. moſt ſolid principles and pre- 
cepts. Tis impoſſible for wo- 
men to enjoy the ſweet plea- 
ſures of friendſhip, among 
themſelves. The tye is form'd 
from mutual want and neceſ- 
fity, not the heart; moſt of 
them are utter ſtrangers to, and 
; unworthy of that virtue. 


THERE 
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THERE is a pleaſure in per- 
fect friendſhip, which vulgar 
ſpirits can never attain to. Tis 
impoſſible but women muſt 
be ſenſible to the impulſes of 
their hearts. In what manner 
muſt we employ this natural 
principle of ſenſibility, and the 
neceſſity we have of loving, 
and being beloved ? Men make 
their advantage of it; but no- 
thing is ſo valuable, ſo laſting 
as this kind of love, when 
united to virtue. It gives a 
decency to the thoughts, the 
behaviour and the ſentiments. 
* Tafſo gives us a moſt finiſhed | 
pattern of delicacy in the per- 
ſon of Olinda; this lover, 
ſays he, has great defires, lit- 
ile hopes, and nothing to ast 
for. Such a love has no oc- 
* Brama aſſai, poco ſpera, nulla chiede. 
| D 5 caſton 
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eV" ""*Caſion for foreign aid, and is 


alone its own . 


- THERE are fow Fas we 
in a vulgar manner. Theſe have 
but one fingle object, and they 
preſcribe to themſelves certain 
limits in love, which they 
Hatter themſelves they ſhallya 
rive at; but, after they have 
gone the myſterious round, they 
ſtop at pleaſure, and reſign 
themſelves up entirely to its 


: embraces. I have always won- 


. dered, that we don't endeavour 
to carry the moſt delicious un- 
Pulſe, with which nature has 
inform d us, to its utmoſt height. 
What we call a boundary in 
love, is trifling, and of little 
value. But a heart truly ten- 
der, is fired with a nobler 
ambition; ; that of railing its 
| ſentiments, 


— 
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ſentiments, and thoſe of the 
object beloved, to the higheſt de- 
gree of delicacy ; and to make 
them increaſe daily in tender- 
neſs, in ſtrength, and fulneſs. 
But in our preſent behaviour, 
love dies away with deſire, and 
diſappears when there is no 
longer room for hope. They 
are utter ſtrangers to the moſt 
melting . circumſtances. Ten- 
derneſs in vulgar minds, ener- 
vates itſelf, and dies away. 
None but narrow ſouls find 
limits in love; but few men 
have any idea of ſuch ties, and 
few women are . of 
them. 


LOVE plays. its part cone; 
ding to the diſpoſitions it meets 
with; and aſſumes the charac- 


ter of thoſe perſons, in whoſe 
breaſts 
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breaſts it reſides. As for ſuch 
hearts as are ſuſceptible of 
glory and pleaſure; theſe be- 
ing two affections that ſtruggle. 
together for ſuperiority, love 
unites them in the moſt happy 
manner; it prepares and refines 
pleaſures, in order to ſcat them 
in the moſt haughty ſouls; and 
makes a delicacy of heart and 
ſentiments their object. It has 
the art to raiſe and ennoble 
them. It inſpires them with 
ſuch a loftineſs of mind, as 
preſerves them from the indigni- 
ty into which ſenſuality would 
plunge them. It juſtifies them 
by example, deifies them by 
poetry, and in a word, acts its 
part ſo well, that we judge 
them worthy our eſteem; at 
ho 55 excuſable. 


— — ww - 
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LOVE finds it a more dif- 
ficult task to ſubdue ſuch haugh- 
ty characters: Perſons, whoſe 


hearts are ſuſceptible of glory 


and reputation, endure the 
greateſt torments in love- en- 
gagements; an image of fla- 
very is evet inſeparable from 


that paſſion. In women, tender- 
neſs prevails over glory and re- 


putation. In thoſe of a liberal 


education, and who have been | 
inſpired with principles and 


maxims, prejudices take the 
deepeſt root. But to remove 
ſuch ideas as theſe; is not the 
work of a day. Theſe women 
are ſeldom happy. Hurried 
away by love, and tormented 
with reflexions on glory and 
reputation * tis impoſſible 
Non bene convenient, &. | 


— 
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for either of theſe impulſes to 
ſubſiſt, but at the other's coſt. 
It always has the aſcendant o- 
ver them, and theſe are gene- 
rally the maſt amiable con- 
queſts. You perceive the migh- 
ty ſtruggle and reſiſtance be- 
tween duty and tenderneſs in 
ſuch perſons. A lover enjoys 
the —_ ſatisfaction, of know- 
ing inwardly his vaſt power 
and influence. The conqueſt 
is greater and more complete; 
ſuch women have more to loſe, 
and you put them to a 3 
trial. + 


LOVE is never without a 

tincture of cruclty. The plea- 
ſures of the lover, ariſe only 
from the grief and anxiety of 
the woman beloved. Tears arc 
the food of love. % 
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A circumſtance that renders 
theſe characters ſtill more ami- 
able, is, that they are more to 
be rclied upon. When once 
they have engaged themſelves, 
tis for life, unleſs any ill uſage 
they may meet with, ſhould 
force them to diſſolve the tyc. 
They conſider love as a duty, 
and have a due reſpect for its 
character; they are faithful 
and delicate, and in à word, 
are not wanting in one fingle 
particular. That impulſe of 
glory which employs their 
whole ſoul, becomes ſubſervi- 
ent to love, by making them 
more tender, more warm and 
aſſiduous. An amiable lover, 
whoſe, mind. is ſuſceptible of 
glory, ſtudies only to make 
herſelf an object of eſteem, 
and love heightens her per- 
fections. 
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fections. It muſt be confeſſed 
that women are more delicate 
than the other ſex, in love- 
engagements. 'They only * 
the power of calling u 
inſtantaneous paſſion, by a hw 
| word, or a bare glance. One 
x: circumſtance in theſe 
haughty characters, is, that they 
are very abſolute; and eaſily in- 
flamed. Theſe, as they are conſci- 
ous of their own worth, dothere- 
fore require the greater 2 


SUCH characters as are of 
a melancholy and tender caſt 
of mind, meet with number- 
leſs charms. and delights in 
love, and inſpire others with 
the fame paſſion. There are 
ſome pleaſures reſerved. only 
for tender and delicate ſouls. 
Thoſe whoſe lives have been 
| | | ONCc 
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one continual ſcene of love, 
know how delightfully the 
years went their ſprightly roundz 
and when once the paſſion dies, 
they themſelves are no more. 
Love is the author of every 
good and every evil; it im- 
proves the well- diſpoſed ſoul; 
for the love in queſtion is a 
ſevere and delicate cenſor, and 
will not excuſe the lighteſt 
error. Melancholy characters 
are by nature beſt ſuited ro 
this paſſion. A perſon of an 
amorous complexion, is cer- 
tainly of a penſive diſpoſition; 
but love only is able to ad mi- 
niſter agrecable ſorrows. 


THOSE whoſe ſouls are 
turned to melancholy, are 
wholly taken up with one paſ- 
ſion, and live only for the 9 

0 
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of the object beloved; entirely 
diſingaged from every thing 
elſe, to love is the ſole em- 
ployment of their fciſure. 


Though we devote all our | 


hours to the perſon who is 
dear to us, yet we ſure can- 
not think that ALL too much. 


' BUT to know the juſt value 
of this character, let us take 
a view of that which is oppo- 
ſite to it. Conſider thoſe Wo- 
men, who give into the faſhio- 
nable liberties of the age; who 
devote themſelves entirely to 
gaming, to pleaſure and ſhows, 
and what not, in order to paſs 
away the time that moves a- 
long ſo heavily. If they can 
manage matters ſo well, as to 
cloſe the day without loving, 


is not ſo much gained over the 
| pre- 


— 


prevailing, inclination; nature 
allows each of us no more than 


a bare portion of attention and 
inclination; the moment we re- 
ſign up our ſelves to outward 
objects, the prevailing impulſe or 


paſſion loſes its force: does not 
retirement give freſh ſtrength 
and warmth to our deſires? 


THERE are certain pleafures; 
which are formed only for per: 
ſons of an attentiye and deli- 


cate caſt. Cupid is a jealous 
God, and will not bear a ri- 


val. Moſt women conſider 


love no otherwiſe than as a 
mere amuſement; theſe give 
faintly into the paſſion, but 


are far from reſigning them- 
ſelves up to it; they are ſtran- 


gers to thoſe deep medita- 
tions, which employ the whole 


ſoul 
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ſoul" of a woman who loves 
with rendernels. 


a ACCORDING. to Me: 
e mvs de Scudery ; merit 
3s to be meaſured by the extent 
of the heart, and the genius 
# perſon has for loving; but 
if the merit of the women of 
the age, were to be meaſured 
by this ſtandard, - it en be 
found ver _ $ 


| IN a word, thoſe women 
— whoſe fate it is to lead a life of 
intelleQual ſenſation, find love 

more neceſſary to the life of 
the ſpirits, than food to that 
of the body. But tis impoſſi- 

ble for us to meet with hap- 
pineſs in love, unleſs it be 
brought under proper regula- 
tons. When we give into it 

: without 
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without expoſing either virtue 
or good rr we enjoy 
Uninterrupted : Our 
: epa _ , Our joys 
pure and unſulli , our hopes 
ſweetly- deluſive 3 the i imagina- 
tion is agrecably filled, the 
mind ſtrongly em ployed, and 
the heart affected. 1 love like | 
this, pleaſures are unmixc 
and without the leaſt allay of 
ſorrow ; tis a kind of immen- 
fity of happineſs, that annihi- 
lates all paſt misfortunes, and 
chaſes them away. Love is to 
the ſoul, what light is to the 
cye; it baniſhes every uncaſt 
neſs, in the ſame manner as 
light Aiſpels the gloom. Ma- 
dam* * *uſed to ay, that thoſe 
fine days which were made by 
the chearful influence of the 
un, were for the vulgar * 5 
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inhabited it hbrs and if ever 
they have any commerce with 
it, tis only for a few moments. 
affects them but the 
impulſes! of naturc;n 
fill their ſouls but love. 


which 3 


THE f 


love, is warm and irradiating; 


tis the ſource of every charm, 
and every pleaſure. Nothing 
can pleaſe the mind, that has 
not firſt made its progreſs thro 
the heart. Thoſe whoſe ſouls 
have been touched with love, 
can eaſily d uiſh berween 
chat, and other kinds of 8 


44 > 
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| Moſt pleaſures, before ph 

can be raſied,nocellarily require | 

| . the preſence of K | 
fick, feaſting, 


order to make ſuch: an 1 
fion as may invite the ſoul to 
them, and keep it and at- 
tentive. Nature has formed 
vs with a diſpoſition to reliſh 
them; but then they are aliens, 
and ariſe from things That. are 
foreign to us. But tis not 
ſo with love; this paſſion in- 
habits. within us, and is a part 
of our very ſubſtance ; tis not 
barely united to the object, for 
we enjoy it in its abſence. 
That joy of the ſoul which 
flows from a certainty of be- 
ing beloved; thoſe tender and 
deep meditations, that ſpright= 
ly, that melting emotion of the 
heart, 
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